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April brings the Church once again to the heart of the
Christian faith; the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Easter is not
only a celebration of an event that happened two thousand
years ago; it is a declaration of a present reality. Christ is
risen, and the same res rrection power that raised Him from
the dead is now at work in His people. The question we must

dare to peci S season, is a searching one: Are
we with the resurrection power i are we
merely going through the motions of relig eek?

Our church theme for thes ars, “Living out the
Abundant Life in Cl'gsvt”sColo ssians 2:6- -10), reminds us th
the Christian life out lack, ival
malntenance It is about fullness: being roo
hened in faith, and overflo

‘Live a VW
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helps us see that an abundant life is not defined by
busyness, success, or comfort, but by the life of the risen
Christ actively shaping our daily living. A vibrant life is a
resurrection-powered life.

But what does that really mean?

Resurrection power is not only about victory over
death at the end of our lives; it is about new life breaking
into our present realities. It is the power that enables us to
say no to sin and yes to holiness. It is the power that
sustains us in suffering, transforms our character, renews
our minds, and reorders our loves. It is the power that
moves us from self-centred living to Christ-centred
obedience. Without the resurrection, Christianity becomes
a moral system or a religious routine. With the resurrection,
it becomes a living relationship with the risen Lord.

So how do we live with the resurrection power of
Christ?

First, we live by remaining rooted in Christ. Paul
reminds us in Colossians that just as we received Christ
Jesus as Lord, so we must continue to live in Him.
Resurrection power is not something we activate on
demand; it flows from abiding in Christ daily through
Scripture, prayer, repentance, and obedience. When Christ
remains central, His life reshapes ours from the inside out.

Second, we live by yielding to the work of the Spirit.
Resurrection power is the work of the Holy Spirit within us.
This means learning to depend on God rather than
ourselves, cultivating prayerful attentiveness, and allowing
the Spirit to convict, guide, and empower us. A vibrant
Christian life is marked not by self-confidence, but by
prayerful dependence.

Third,” we live by walking in obedience and
community. Resurrection power does not make us passive;
it draws us into a disciplined way of life. Holiness is not
optional, it is the fruit of new life in Christ. And this life is not
lived alone. God shapes us through relationships,
accountability, and life-on-life discipleship, where one
generation faithfully passes on the faith to the next.

This is where our church theme connects deeply with
the wider direction. of the Conference. Under the
quadrennial .theme- “Discipling -the Generations” (Psalm
78:5-7); the Conference "is=ealling us back to our core

v identity-as a disciple-making people. Disciple-making is not

~“another programme to add to our calendar: itis the spiritual

culture we are called to embody. The sub-themes — Holy
Living, Prayerful Dependence, and Life-on-Life — are not
new ideas, but rediscoveries of who we are meant to be.
The CAC President, Rev Dr Lek Yong Teck’s warning
against “mission drift” is timely. It is possible to be very
active yet spiritually misaligned. Churches can be full of
programmes, meetings, and activities, yet lack spiritual
hunger, Scriptural holiness, and transforming power.
When that happens, resurrection power is replaced by
routine, and discipleship gives way to maintenance.

As we move from Easter in April toward Aldersgate
in May, we are also invited to remember our Wesleyan
roots. Many years on, it is easy to forget what it truly
means to be “Methodist.” Near the end of his life, John
Wesley wrote these sobering words in Thoughts upon
Methodism (1786):

‘| am not afraid that the people called Methodists
should ever cease to exist... But | am afraid lest they
should only exist as a dead sect, having the form of
religion without the power.”

Wesley feared not extinction, but emptiness - a
church that keeps the form of religion while losing its
spiritual power. He insisted that Methodists must hold
fast to the doctrine, spirit, and discipline with which they
first set out. Strikingly, this vision resonates deeply with
our Conference direction today. Doctrine calls us to holy
living rooted in truth. Spirit calls us to prayerful
dependence on God. Discipline calls us to life-on-life
discipleship and intentional formation.

If we are honest, we may recognise that Wesley’'s
warning still speaks to the Church today. Itis possible to
attend worship faithfully, serve in ministries diligently,
and yet slowly lose the sense of awe, hunger, and
transformation that comes from living in resurrection
power.

So as we celebrate Easter this year, let us pause
and reflect. Examine your life gently but honestly. Are
you living with the resurrection power of Christ? Are you
growing in holiness, deepening in prayer, and being
shaped as-a disciple who makes disciples? Or are you
simply going through religious routines week after week?
The-risen Christ doesnet call us to a form-of religion
without power. He calls us to abundant, vibrant,
resurrected life, here and now. Let this Easter be more
than a celebration, let it be a renewal.
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This year marks my 16th year serving as the Chairperson
of Ang Mo Kio Chinese Methodist Church's Local Church
Executive Committee (LCEC). Usually, | share the church’s
important decisions and directions during the Year-End
Thanksgiving & Covenant Service or from the pulpit. However,
| wanted to try something different this time by using <22>
to share my heart openly regarding the launch of the 3rd
Worship Service.

Four years ago, in 2022, while reading the Lay Leader’s
report for the Local Conference, | experienced a shock that
words can hardly describe. Out of every three members in our
congregation, two are aged 55 and above, and almost half are
aged 65 and above. Even before Singapore officially entered
the "super-aged society" phase in 2026, AMKCMC had
already become a "super-aged church".

Since then, | have been reflecting and praying: “"Lord!
What can we do for this generation and the next?" After much
prayer and discussion, the church leaders established a vision
three years ago: "Building a Youthful Church." We decided to
approach this challenge with two strategies:

1. Revitalising "Young Seniors": Empower them to restore
vitality and refocus on their sense of mission to God, so
they can become a key driving force in the AMKCMC.

2. Launching the 3rd Worship Service: Create a spiritual
home where young people and young families feel warm
and welcomed.

Today, | want to focus on the second strategy—the
launch of the 3rd Worship Service.

Last year, between September and October, we ran a
six-week pilot of the Third Service at 2:00 PM on Sunday
afternoons. Attendance was not great and fell below our
expectations. We also faced challenges in scheduling
brothers and sisters and allocating resources for the existing
ministry programmes and activities.

However, these challenges did not shake our resolve.
We firmly believe that the 3rd Worship Service is a mission
entrusted to us by God. After repeated reflection and prayer,
we made a bold and breakthrough decision to transition the
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2nd Worship Service into the 3rd Worship Service at
11:00 AM on Sundays.

Some brothers and sisters have asked, "Why not
just adopt a 'blended worship style' for the 11am Worship
Service?” Some have even claimed that "The current
worship style of the 2nd Worship Service is already very
good; why change it?"

To me, the differences are as clear as the blue sky:

* The Reality of Time: The 2nd Worship Service
was established in 1998, focusing on young adults aged
30-45 . With the passage of time, the average age of the
congregation today is likely between 45 and 60.

* A New Era: A worship style that is over 25
years is no longer "modern" or “contemporary” for
today's youth.

* New Wineskins: The 3rd Worship Service
uses the culture, language, and style that this generation
of young adults is familiar with and accustomed to. Such
an environment, the “new wineskin”, is the most effective
way to connect with and build up young adults, and to
reach their friends. As the Bible says: "New wine must be
poured into new wineskins." The Christian faith is the
eternal, unchanging "new wine". To let this generation
taste the sweetness of the Christian faith, we must use a
“new wineskin" that they can understand and resonate
with.

Since the start of the 2nd Worship Service decades
ago, | have seen countless young lives touched and
transformed in the Lord—this is my greatest joy and I'm
sure it's yours too. Now, it is our turn, as mature
Christians and “elders” to care for and sacrifice for this
generation of young people and their friends who do not
yet know the Lord Jesus.

| would like to invite you to join this
"Intergenerational Ministry". It requires a little effort and a
litle sacrifice from you. My hope is that we, the "elders”,
can become pillars of support for the youth. Let us build
a bridge for them, so that they do not just "pass through"
Ang Mo Kio Methodist Church, but can truly take root,
grow, and find a spiritual home here that belongs to
them.

&) 4/2026



TESTIMONY

| never thought | would go through confirmation.

My family is very religious, so I've spent my whole life
in church, going through the motions every Sunday.
However, | am rather a skeptic and a worrie—when people
tell me things, my first reaction is, | don’t believe you. |
remember watching my family pray before a meal and
wondering: what kind of God warrants such a blind faith? |
imagined myself akin to Thomas the disciple, who needed to
see Jesus’ wounds before believing He would come back.

The older | grew, the more my skepticism increased. By
Secondary 2, | was going to church only out of obligation. In
the midst of growing up and learning new things— God
became less of a priority.

The same year, my cousin Thaddeus passed away
while we were on a family holiday together. It was a sudden,
devastating event. No one expected it, and as a chronic
planner, unexpected events were fairly destabilising for me,
much less one of this calibre.

| remember sitting in the hotel room with my Por Por
and Er Jiu, desperately praying for my cousin to be better. |
remember being sad. | remember wondering: why would
God do this to my family—the most religious, faithful people
| know? Is He not supposed to be benevolent? Is He not
supposed to be kind?

| remember being so, so angry.

After his passing, my faith plummeted. | started
worrying about all sorts of other things—I became so
terrified of things like numbers or symbols associated with
death. | thought about the prospect of death every day for
months. | imagined my loved ones’ funerals so | would be
prepared the next time it happened. | was so entrenched in
death that | wasn't really living.

By last year’s Christmas, | was sure that | would never
go through confirmation. Why would | want to believe in a
God who so clearly didn’t take care of my family despite their
faith in Him?

In October 2024, an email was sent asking for
volunteers to be part of the 2025 service team for my
school’s church camp. Now, here’s a thing about me: | really
don'’t like camps. | don’t know what possessed me to sign up
for the camp when | did, but | did.

For the camp, | was part of the logistics team—setting
things up, serving food, et cetera—so | didn't need to
participate in any of the worship sessions or other church-
related activities, except for adoration, which was
mandatory.

Adoration is essentially a Catholic practice of admiring
a piece of the Eucharist: it is Christ’s presence in the room.

In the camp, it's an hour of complete
silence in a dark room which sounds *
incredibly boring. | considered skipping R y
it and hiding in my room for the evening,i
but one of my closest friends, the most religious person |
know outside of my family (and the one that encouraged me
to go for the camp), said that if nothing else, | should go for
adoration. So | went.

| really wasn’t expecting anything out of the adoration,
just a bit of boredom. However, that couldn’t be further from
the truth. | sound absolutely crazy, but | promise this is true:
| saw a vision of (among others) my cousin, my Ye Ye, and
Jesus. | got to talk to each of them—which | never thought |
would get to do again. | also got to talk to Jesus. He came
towards me, gave me a hug, and told me: “Don’t worry.”

Don't worry.

This is a phrase | had told myself repeatedly over
many, many months but to no avail. This time should have
been no different, but when He said it, a wave of peace
came over me and | truly felt invincible.

Why was | worrying? | didn’t need to worry, because
God had been watching over me all the time, even now.

That vision from that night fueled my decision for
confirmation. | still do not possess perfect faith—I doubt |
ever wil—but | am nothing if not a try hard and am now
trying every day to grow my faith. I'm still a skeptic, but I'm
no longer such an intense worrier. | haven't reached the
level of peace | felt that night, but | no longer fear flights or
coincidences, because | worry less; because | trust.

Because | remember that God is watching over me,
over my family and friends—even if it doesn't feel like it. He
has a plan for all of us. He gave me a religious family for my
skeptical nature and led me to a friend who brought me to
the camp that changed my spiritual life irrevocably, seven
years and one school after | first met her.

Who could've predicted that? Only God.

| remember my favourite verse when | was ten: Joshua
1:9. | had just picked it because | liked the numbers, they
were my favorite numbers. | didn’t really understand what it
meant back then. But now | do.

It is about knowing God is with you wherever you go.
It's about being brave in the face of fear.

It's about not being afraid.

And now | know that.

And no longer am | afraid!

Samantha Joy Loh &«
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