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Rev Tack Ng &

These were the words of the Apostle Paul at the end of his third and last missionary journey, when he left the
churches in Asia Minor for the last time. Paul himself deeply experienced the power of these words of the Lord
Jesus, and received the endless blessings they brought him. Whenever he had the opportunity to give, share, or
make a contribution to the Church, he experienced a deep outpouring of joy and spiritual fulfilment.

Paul recalled that he was once a good-for-nothing. Despite persecuting the churches, the Lord had saved
him, shown mercy and favour, and even chosen him to share the gospel. God had treated him with such abundant
kindness and affection that he knew he could never fully repay. Therefore he resolved to seize every opportunity
and situation to express his wholehearted gratitude to the Lord, by responding and following God wholeheartedly.

We thank the Lord that Christianity has opened a new page in our lives, and along the way, we have come to
understand the meaning of life. Christianity has also given us a new perspective to view people, matters and affairs.
When we care sincerely and give with all our heart, we will come to a marvellous realisation: the meaning of life
does not lie in how much we get, but rather, in how much we give. Additionally, the satisfaction of life does not lie in
material enjoyment, but in our sharing with others. The joy of life does not lie in the number of accomplishments, but
in contributing our efforts, no matter how insignificant. Those who give will also come to realise that everything is a
gift from God and that we are to be stewards, because God trusts us, entrusts us with responsibility, and tasks us to
faithfully use the gifts that He has given us.

When we “give”, we realise that we are a blessed group of people. We may be abundant materially, but the
key is that our hearts be full of faith, hope, and love from Christ. Undoubtedly, “giving” needs to be driven by faith
and love. The late Taiwanese Christian writer Liu Hsin, Z5#&~F, once said, "When you say you love, you don't
actually know love yet; it is only when you give that your love begins to mature.” It turns out that “giving” is an
exercise for us to grow and show the power of love. Paul exhorts: “Don’t look out only for your own interests, but
take an interest in others, too” and to look out for others, to see their need, empathise with
them, and give a helping hand, because “to love is to see one's responsibility in the need
of others”. When we “give”, we become a blessing to others and fulfil God's goodness,
which is pleasing to the Lord. When we “give”, we will truly experience the Lord's promise,
just as Jesus said, “Give, and it will be given to you” (Luke 6:38a), “It is more blessed to
give than to receive!” No words can adequately describe the joy, fulfillment, and
thanksgiving that you receive when you give. It is my hope as your pastor that you will
have the chance to experience this. Amen.
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Ang Mo Kio Chinese Methodist Church (AMKCMC) conducted the first Pilot Run of the “3rd Worship” on July 13,
2024, which led to some questions among congregants: “What is 3rd Worship? If there is a 3rd Worship, then where are
the 1st and 2nd Worship [Services]?” AMKCMC currently has three Chinese worship services. We commonly refer to the 9
a.m. Sunday Traditional Worship Service as “1st Worship,” the 11 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service as “2nd Worship,”
and the 5 p.m. Saturday Worship Service as “Saturday Contemporary Worship.” The pilot run of the “3rd Worship” on
July 13 took place at 5 p.m., the usual timeslot of the Saturday Contemporary Worship.

Currently, one out of every two members in AMKCMC is 65 years old or older, and two out of every three members
are 55 years old or older. The church is ageing, but we cannot become a lackluster church that no longer attracts or
appeals to young people. The pastors and leaders began praying and thinking about this challenge two years ago. We
planned to establish a contemporary worship service primarily focused on young adults (ages 19-35). The leaders have, for
the time being, named this new worship service the “3rd Worship” as a working title.

Some church members may wonder: Isn’t the 11 a.m. Sunday 2nd Worship already a lively contemporary worship
service? Why then do we need a “3rd Worship™? In 1998, to help the young adults between the ages of 20 and 40
participate more actively in worship, the 2nd Worship was established as contemporary worship, which was livelier and
more attractive to young people than the 1st Worship’s traditional style. Back then, the average age of the 2nd Worship
congregation was around 20-35 years old. But the average age of the congregation today is around 45-50 years old. After
more than 25 years, the 2nd Worship may no longer be so “contemporary” to the younger generation of today.

Contemporary worship in the early 2000s was still relatively traditional, with the music largely focused on hymns and
some modern worship songs (such as “Stream of Praise” and ‘Lamb Music”). Although the worship was lovely and
energetic, it still followed a clear, organised, and formal approach. However, the global influence of international worship
teams such as Hillsong, Awaken Generation, and Sanctified Vessel has greatly impacted today’s young Christians, leading
to a renewal of worship styles and music

The “3rd Worship”, which mainly caters to young adults,
will start next year and have the following characteristics:

o X

<

Immersive worship style and music  Use of both Chinese and English - Incorporation of multimedia

— the music and songs of yesteryear’s
contemporary worship followed a
structured and formal standard while
praising and worshipping God. Now,
modern worship songs are more
personal, easier to understand, and
resonate more with our emotions, life
experiences, and relationship with
God. Such immersive worship is
attractive to young people as it is a
more interactive and personal
experience of worshipping God.

Most young people today struggle with
the Chinese language. A pure Chinese
worship service makes it difficult for
them to fully appreciate the worship
songs and understand the sermons.
The language barrier prevents full
participation in worship and complete
emotional involvement with God. The
“3rd Worship” will use both Chinese
and English during praise and worship
and the sermons will either be
preached in Chinese that young people
can understand, and/or with Chinese-
English translations. This will meet the
needs of the young people with a
worship service that they can relate to
and fully engage with.
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technology - Young people are
adept at using the internet, social
media, and multimedia technology.
The “3rd Worship” will integrate
multimedia technology into the
worship experience. In addition to
using multimedia during worship,
the congregation will also be able
to share sermon content via social
media (e.g., Telegram) to discuss
the sermon, and share their
experiences from the worship
service or sermon. The “3rd
Worship” will also use interactive
multimedia presentations for
church announcements.



In addition to creating a worship environment suitable for young adults, AMKCMC also aims to:

Reconnect the young people with God: The “3rd Worship” will be a personalised contemporary worship which

focuses on personal experiences with God and genuine emotional expression during worship. The young people will
be able to reconnect with God in a closer relationship and fellowship through worshipping in spirit and truth, building a
more solid faith foundation through regular worship.

Reignite the young people’s love and passion for God: Through immersive worship, young people will not only

experience emotional fervour during praise and worship but also, through interacting and sharing with other young
adults in the church (e.g. sharing sermon insights, discussing faith questions and practices), rekindle their love and
passion for God.

Reengage the young people with the church with a sense of mission and ownership: With the young people

as the core group for the “3rd Worship”, AMKCMC is hopeful that the “3rd Worship” will serve as a broader platform
for the young people to encourage each other to participate and serve in the “3rd Worship” and in AMKCMC, and to
reconnect with the church as the young people participate and serve in the “3rd Worship” as well as other areas of church
ministry. This will give them a sense of belonging, ownership, and mission.

As society and culture continue to evolve, worship styles will continue to change to meet the needs and expectations
of the newer generation of believers. Young people have distinct preferences for interactive and personalised worship
styles, which is a trend that is irreversible. No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch
will pull away from the garment, making the tear worse. Neither do people pour new wine into old wineskins. If
they do, the skins will burst; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into
new wineskins, and both are preserved (Matthew 9:16-17).

Therefore, it is not possible to change the current 11 am. Re-connect with God
. y g Through a better experience during worship
contemporary service to meet the needs of today’s young Christians.
The “3rd Worship” is an inevitable necessity. Re-ignite your love for God
i i ” .” i . Through worship + the Word (focused serrfmn.to address is?sues
|t IS undenlable that the 3rd Worshlp WI” brlng many relevant to Young Adults) + works (service in 3rd Worship)
inconveniences to our church. Some programs, meetings, and

e - . Re-engage with the church
activities will need to be changed and reorganised. More volunteers Through ownership o the 3rd worship service - serving,

will be needed to serve in new roles. However, the “3rd Worship” is a rosnizing andcoord!

mission God has given to the church in this era, and we need to make

sacrifices and work with God to make it happen. | encourage you to W
join us in the “3rd Worship” through your prayers and actions!
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FINDING YOUR PLACE
My transformative journey
With FYP Yao Jin Xin &

Hi, I'm Jinxin, a 21-year-old serving in the church actively. When | first
learned about Finding Your Place (FYP), | was initially surprised by the
commitment of three months’ worth of weekday lessons, running from 8:30 am
to 1:.00 pm, and sometimes until 4:30 pm. Despite my reservations,
encouragement from my peers who had previously participated in FYP
convinced me to take the plunge.

When | first entered the program, | felt a stark contrast among the

' participants, making it difficult to find common ground. However, through
discussions and post-lesson lunches, we discovered that experiences we shared, especially concerning the
challenges we faced in our respective churches and personal lives, fostered a sense of unity among us. Our
bonds were further strengthened by daily rotations of worship leadership and mutual assistance, resulting in trust
that extended beyond the program.

The learning experience in FYP was unlike anything | had encountered before. From arts to economics, we
heard from experts in diverse fields highlighting God's connection to everything. Collaborating with peers to
unravel life’'s mysteries across different areas and subjects evoked awe at the intricacies of creation and its
inherent ties to the Creator.

Guest speakers, including judges, filmmakers, and pastors, imparted invaluable wisdom on living faithfully
and stewarding God’s gifts. Despite their varied backgrounds, their unified message underscored the essence of a
Christ-like life.

In March, our service trip to Penang included a spiritual retreat at Penang Hill, which reignited our spiritual
fervour. We also engaged local entrepreneurs who showcased the transformative power of faith in action.
Volunteering at a Rohingya refugee school helped us foster cultural exchange and mutual understanding.

These experiences were enriched by countless class and group discussions, facilitated by the insightful
guidance of Teacher Jillian. Each interaction expanded our horizons and deepened our understanding.

These are mere glimpses of my transformative journey over three months. | invite you to explore the depths
of God’'s wisdom and embrace a richer understanding of His purpose. Whether you're a youth transitioning from
national service or academic pursuits, or simply seeking spiritual enrichment, | encourage you to join FYP.
Together, let's navigate life’s complexities with faith as our compass.
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