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Tan Zhen Han &

My name is Zhen Han and I'm one of the young adults that served as
a vocalist in C.R.0.W.N (one body). Coming into this, | was delighted to
serve again with my fellow Young Adults as | had an amazing experience
worshipping God in the C.R.O0.W.N before this.

Personally, | am a new believer in Christ, as | have just entered
AMKCMC just a little short of 2 years ago. Since entering church, | have
always thought of how | could serve God more, and decided to serve in
C.R.O.W.N to see if this was my calling as | always had a passion for
singing. My favourite part of church service has always been worship,
praising God through worship songs, and | was finally able to worship God
as part of a worship team, which | am thankful for.

| thoroughly enjoyed the C.R.O.W.N practices that we had together
as a team as swell, as everyone serving was always friendly and helpful.
We meshed well together with a common purpose: worshipping God
wholeheartedly, regardless of whether it was practice or the actual day
of worship.

On the actual day of C.R.0.W.N, | felt that the biggest takeaway for
me was being part of a worshipping body, worship team and C.R.0.W.N
participants alike that sang praises to the Lord as one voice: vocalists,
instrumentalists and members of the congregation. It was truly a sight to
behold as | could see the congregation surrender themselves to God and
focus solely on the worship with no distractions. It made me realise how
precious this time was for me and others as well, that we devoted so much
time into practice to serve as the vessels that brought God and the
congregation together.
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In 1 Corinthians 12:12-26, Paul was writing to all
Christians about unity. Alongside Paul's letter to the
Corinthians, many of his letters touched on unity!. His
letters clearly show that disunity existed in the church in
his time, and he took it seriously by writing about it. There
was almost a sense of "lor-sorness™in his emphasis on
unity. However, despite the repeated calls for churches to
unite, it remains a challenge. It is the purpose of this short
piece to discuss some of the challenges faced by the
church that could result in disunity among its members
and to rally them to live in unity and drink from one Spirit.

One observation in the church is that subgroups and
ministries tend to form cliques rather than a community
out of diversity, thus isolating themselves from other
natural groups. It is a deviation from Scripture that the
Spirit-led community is committed to reconciling all men to
one another and to God, by uniting all races, intellectuals
and actions-oriented people, new believers and mature
disciples, Jews and Gentiles, old and young, men and
women3.

A major point Prior makes from 1 Corinthians
12:12-26 is there are many subtle distinctive traits

Pr. Jonathan Huang &

which we can easily and unconsciously stifle by our
worldviews, leading to social, cultural, or intellectual
amputation®. If we don't pay attention to our biases,
culture, and academic influences, we may cut ourselves
or others out of the body.

Here are three common statements concerning the
topics above — societies, cultures, and academics.

First, “l am old, | cannot perform physically as | did
before, | am useless.”

Second, “The worship service is too traditional. It is
not suitable for me.”

Third, “The message is not cheems® enough, it is not
the type of preaching | want.”

It is becoming more common for some Christians to
believe in the first statement as our society ages. This
group may unconsciously elevate the body and perceive
that everyone must be physically strong to perform
certain tasks or exercise their giftings. They forget
that spiritual giftings are not just about physicality.
Consequently, this mentality cuts off this group from
the larger call to see themselves as part of the body.
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Next, “The worship service is too traditional”. This
quip usually comes from culturally influenced individuals.
Just this year, pop stars like Coldplay, Taylor Swift, and
Bruno Mars performed in Singapore. Despite the high
prices of the tickets, many shows sold out quickly. This
points towards the presence of a consumeristic worldview
that may not be apparent to us, where one pays for the
experiences to make one feel good. Such a view can also
seep into the church.

Additionally, "Arena rock worship" is becoming
increasingly popular as churches take advantage of both
the scale of their sanctuaries and the sophistication of their
audio/visual productions. As a result, worship becomes a
rock liturgy, an orchestrated experience involving timing,
technicalities, solos and riffs, lighting, volume, and
performance’.

Since concerts are continuously marketed, hyped,
and experienced in our culture, church services that
involve music and the arts are inevitably compared to
these experiences, and may begin to emulate them. A risk
associated with this approach is the building of a body
that's self-serving and centred, focused on the hype
instead of God.

Addressing the third statement, there is no doubt that
the Word of God has transforming power and preaching
that focuses on the Word can benefit the congregation.
However, congregational dynamics need to be considered.
Many preachers, such as expository preachers, delve
deeply into a particular passage or topic. This requires
sustained concentration and attention from the
congregation, which can be difficult. The congregation may
require additional education and training to understand
biblical interpretation, historical context, and theological
themes. The reality is that not all congregation members
possess a solid biblical foundation or literacy, and these
congregants should not be penalised. In his book Come
Ye Children, Spurgeon emphasised that the gospel is not

beyond the understanding of children.

"Although the Scriptures contain great mysteries,
knowledge of them isnt necessary for salvation;
otherwise, few of us would be saved... Christ crucified is
not a riddle for sages, but a plain truth for all. True, it is
meat for men, but it is also milk for babes."8

These three common thoughts illustrate how easily
we forget that the community that is alive to the Spirit
is committed to living out the reconciliation of all men
in a costly way. While it is important to remember that
the body of Christ is diverse, with people from all
backgrounds, our cultures have taught us to escape pain
of all kinds and not to struggle together.

Instead of engaging with brothers and sisters who
suffer as an inevitable part of life and living as one in the
body God created for him, one may rather conduct a
transplant to focus on a part of the body that suits one's
worldview, cultural, societal and intellectual beliefs. This
constitutes a direct act not of drinking from the Spirit
(v13), but from somewhere else.

Therefore, unless one drinks directly from the Spirit
and cares to enter into other members' joys and sorrows,
one remains a nobody. Consequently, Paul's care
described in verse 25 will never be achieved and the
preachers will continue to be lorsor on the theme of unity.
May God help us to be in One Body, and never avoid the
blessing of drinking from the One Spirit. Amen.

e

N

/

1 One could observe the theme of unity in Paul’s letters such as, Romans,
Ephesians, Colossians and Galatians.

2 A Singlish word that describes a person who constantly repeats him/herself,
usually referring to nagging.

3 David Prior, The Message of 1 Corinthians.: Life in the Local Church, The
Bible Speaks Today (Leicester, England; Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity
Press, 1985), 215-216. Essentially, any and all peoples.

4 Ibid.

5 A Singlish word that describes deep, profound and complex.

6 Kate Bowler and Wen Reagan, ‘Bigger, Better, Louder: The Prosperity
Gospel’s Impact on Contemporary Christian Worship.’, Religion and
American Culture: A Journal of Interpretation 24, no. 2 (2014): 186-230.

7 Ibid, Italics mine.

8 Spurgeon, C.H., Come Ye Children Practical Help Telling People About
Jesus (Christian Focus, 2009), 50.
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Elizabeth Tan.e¢

| would describe it as a “gentle evangelistic approach” through music.

Sunset Melody underwent three pilot runs, which we considered as the ‘Pre-ALPHA’ phase for our church. These
events took place in January, March, and May this year. They provided an opportunity for inviting non-believer friends and
relatives to listen to live music and song presentations, allowing them to familiarise themselves with our church environment
and friendly members before inviting them to our ALPHA program in July.

Our venue, Amstutz Hall at Level 3 of Ang Mo Kio Methodist Church, transformed into a cozy "music cafe" that
Saturday evening after dinner. Our target audience was non-believers, and our aim was to convey God's love and grace to
them through musical presentations in a warm and inviting setting. Furthermore, we envisioned that the Sunset Melody
event would provide an opportunity for them to become acquainted and comfortable with our community, paving the way for
invitations to our ALPHA course in July.

[ initially hoped to share some songs | have written in church and had discussed similar concepts with some people.
However, due to a lack of opportunity, this idea gradually faded over time. Reflecting on this, | realised that my previous
thoughts did not align with God's intentions. At that time, | was more concerned about personal recognition.

Thanks to God's grace and the support of Bing Liang, Amos, Joseph, and Pastors, along with many brothers and
sisters in the church, | now have the privilege to share my songs and :
personal testimony during Sunset Melody. Each time | face the audience, |
offer a silent prayer, asking God to use me as His instrument to humbly
convey His love and grace.

If you're like me and have the desire to step forward to contribute
through sharing and serving, then what's holding you back? We're actively
seeking individuals, passionate about outreach to join our team. Additionally,
we need prayer warriors to pray for our non-believing friends to be open to
Christ and to enrol in our ALPHA program.
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® Justice ’
and Peace

[ Maundy Thursday Combined service] Afterword revracns=

[Maundy Thursday Combined service] is one of our
traditions at Ang Mo Kio Methodist Church. It is also a
wonderful expression of unity in Christ as a Methodist
family. According to the Church Calendar, Holy Thursday
is the first of the three days of Passover, this day is
named the washing of the feet (Maundy) meaning "New
Commandment", and is the day when Christ, by word and
symbolic action, establishes the new commandment of
"Love".

On the evening of March 28, brothers and sisters
from the three congregations, namely the Tamil, English,
and Chinese congregations, gathered together to
remember "The Night Jesus Was Sold". The evening
service started with the choir Introit, "Cross of Jesus,
Cross of Sorrow", by the combined choir of the three
Conferences. Having the three Conferences sing and
serve together with one heart to promote our unity in
Christ was extremely meaningful.

That evening, Bishop Wong's sermon, "God's Way
of Peace" (translated by Pr. Jonathan Huang), was taken
from lIsaiah 59:7-8. From his sermon, we learnt that
humanity is full of crooked and fraudulent ways of doing
justice, and we live in a world filled with horrific wars.
Many people long for peace, but the peace that the world
tries to build is often through destructive violence and

force, not God's way of peace. Bishop Wong reminded us
that at the heart of the first Maundy Thursday is where true
peace is found. Jesus knows the way of God's peace and
promises us: "l [Jesus] leave you my peace, | give you my
peace. | have not given you as the world has given you. Let
not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be
afraid." (John 14:27)

At the Maundy Thursday service, we remember that
Jesus instituted the Holy Communion on this night of that
fateful year to symbolise the new covenant of salvation,
established through His death and resurrection, and to give
us this holy mystery as a guarantee of eternal life. As we
receive Holy Communion, we remember our Lord Jesus
Christ with thanksgiving as we partake of His body and
blood. Holy Communion also reminds us of the connection
between the bread and cup and the death of our Lord; that
Jesus loved us to the end, and willingly took the way of the
cross for us, to become an atoning sacrifice for our sins, and
to remove all our sinful debts through the Lord's sacrifice.

At the end of the service, the pastors emptied the Holy
Communion table and the pulpit in darkness. This "Stripping
of the Altar " symbolises the undressing of Jesus leading to
the crucifixion, an action that calls us to deeper appreciation
and meditation through prayer on the suffering and shame
that Jesus endured on our behalf.
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